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Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Treasury § 179.24

959), and sec. 38, Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2778, 90 Stat. 744))

[T.D. ATF–48, 43 FR 13538, Mar. 31, 1978; 44
FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979; T.D. ATF–241, 51 FR
39630, Oct. 29, 1986; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10492,
Mar. 31, 1988; T.D. ATF–396, 63 FR 12647, Mar.
16, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By T.D. ATF–396,
63 FR 12647, Mar. 16, 1998, § 179.11 was amend-
ed by revising the third sentence in the defi-
nition of ‘‘Firearm’’, effective May 15, 1998.
For the convenience of the user, the super-
seded text is set forth as follows:

§ 179.11 Meaning of terms.

* * * * *

Firearm. * * * For purpose of this definition,
the length of the barrel on a shotgun or rifle
shall be determined by measuring the dis-
tance between the muzzle and the face of the
bolt, breech, or breechlock when closed and
when the shotgun or rifle is cocked. * * *

* * * * *

Subpart C—Administrative and
Miscellaneous Provisions

§ 179.21 Forms prescribed.
(a) The Director is authorized to pre-

scribe all forms required by this part.
All of the information called for in
each form shall be furnished as indi-
cated by the headings on the form and
the instructions on or pertaining to the
form. In addition, information called
for in each form shall be furnished as
required by this part. Each form re-
quiring that it be executed under pen-
alties of perjury shall be executed
under penalties of perjury.

(b) Requests for forms should be
mailed to the ATF Distribution Center,
7943 Angus Court, Springfield, Virginia
22153.

(5 U.S.C. 552(a); 80 Stat. 383, as amended)

[T.D. ATF–92, 46 FR 46916, Sept. 23, 1981, as
amended by T.D. ATF–241, 51 FR 39630, Oct.
29, 1986; T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10508, Mar. 31,
1988; T.D. 372, 61 FR 20725, May 8, 1996]

§ 179.22 Right of entry and examina-
tion.

Any ATF officer or employee of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms duly authorized to perform any
function relating to the administration
or enforcement of this part may enter

during business hours the premises (in-
cluding places of storage) of any im-
porter or manufacturer of or dealer in
firearms, to examine any books, pa-
pers, or records required to be kept
pursuant to this part, and any firearms
kept by such importer, manufacturer
or dealer on such premises, and may re-
quire the production of any books, pa-
pers, or records necessary to determine
any liability for tax under 26 U.S.C.
Chapter 53, or the observance of 26
U.S.C. Chapter 53, and this part.

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D.
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979]

§ 179.23 Restrictive use of required in-
formation.

No information or evidence obtained
from an application, registration, or
record required to be submitted or re-
tained by a natural person in order to
comply with any provision of 26 U.S.C.
Chapter 53, or this part or section 207 of
the Gun Control Act of 1968 shall be
used, directly or indirectly, as evidence
against that person in a criminal pro-
ceeding with respect to a violation of
law occurring prior to or concurrently
with the filing of the application or
registration, or the compiling of the
record containing the information or
evidence: Provided, however, That the
provisions of this section shall not pre-
clude the use of any such information
or evidence in a prosecution or other
action under any applicable provision
of law with respect to the furnishing of
false information.

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D.
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979]

§ 179.24 Destructive device determina-
tion.

The Director shall determine in ac-
cordance with 26 U.S.C. 5845(f), whether
a device is excluded from the definition
of a destructive device. A person who
desires to obtain a determination
under that provision of law for any de-
vice which he believes is not likely to
be used as a weapon shall submit a
written request, in triplicate, for a rul-
ing thereon to the Director. Each such
request shall be executed under the
penalties of perjury and contain a com-
plete and accurate description of the
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